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Allsopp Contemporary is delighted to announce its forthcoming exhibition, Lykke Tavell: Structures.  Included in Allsopp Contemporary’s Next Step: Selected 2005 Graduates, Structures will be Tavell’s first solo exhibition.

Lykke Tavell’s structures are essentially diagrams in space – skeletal cross-sections constructed of steel frames and threaded with varying coloured wools and cottons.  Having undergone a formalist training at the Royal Academy Tavell’s work picks up on a series of modernist discussions that began in part with geometric abstraction and were carried forward by the constructivists and later the minimalists.  What is interesting about Tavell’s approach is that she manages to undertake many of these discussions simultaneously.  From formalist experimentation to investigating the relationship between object, viewer and exhibition space Lykke Tavell: Structures is a contemplative and impressive study.  

Where Tavell’s work conforms to a minimalist aim is by opposing the notion that an object should be made part by part, by addition, composed.  The sculptural object is therefore conceived as a whole, a single shape with a single structure.  Where Tavell’s work expands on the minimalist discussion is through the very active relationships at play.  By choosing to construct her works with two vastly differing materials Tavell creates a series of dialogues: The strength of the steel frames with the fragility of wool or the austerity of the metals with the bold colors of her threads.  Such juxtapositions create a tension that defies a straightforward minimalist reading.

The space within the work itself is always constructed through the lines and grids of Tavell’s wool.  Yet there is a fascinating variety in the objects’ physicality and resulting relationship with the surrounding space.  Works will be displayed on plinths, free-standing, suspended or wall mounted.  As well as an investigation into forms Structures will also investigate the physicality of objects, their display and the relationship between viewer and object.  By viewing structures on walls or walking around them; looking up to the lines or through the grids Tavell aims to draw our attention to not only the object itself but our relationship to that object and more specifically an object of contemplation.  By consistently using steel frames with coloured lines the component parts are never allowed to become more important than the structure as a whole and its relationship to surroundings and viewer.

Lykke Tavell’s works are both reduced to a single concept (the nature of constructed forms) and aesthetic (steel and wool) but unrestricted in physicality and means of display.  In so doing they reveal a breadth of understanding and discussion remarkable for a young artist working today.

Lykke Tavell graduated from the Royal Academy in 2005.  Last year she was also chosen by Deutschebank to be put forward for a major public commission.  She was included in Allsopp Contemporary’s Summer 2005 exhibition “Next Step: Selected 2005 Graduates” alongside Nicolas Pol and Jenny Dunseath.  She has a solo show, ‘Physics’ in Austria next year.  Tavell lives and works in London.  
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